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Title Provisions. 

AN ORDINANCE 
An Ordinance to Take Action Against Gun Violence in Paradise Valley 

 
AN ACT concerning: 

A Gun Control Improvement Act 
 

Purpose. 
FOR the purpose of requiring the government of the Town of Paradise Valley to adopt and 
implement a system for use in preventing gun violence and achieving strict gun control; 
requiring the Town to undertake certain activities with respect to guns and gun safety; and 
relating generally to the enforcement of gun control and prevention of violence in the Town 
itself.  
 

References. 
AMENDMENT: PARADISE Valley CHAPTER 10 OFFENSES, amended by 2016-10, articles          
10-5 and 10-6  
DD Form 2760, Qualification to Possess Firearms or Ammunition, December 200 
VOX article, “America’s unique gun violence problem, explained in 17 maps and charts” written              
by German Lopez 
AZ FAMILY article, “Firearm Related Deaths Increase Among Arizona Children” written by            
Kaytlin Martino 
AZ CENTRAL article, “Where Does Arizona Rank in Gun Violence?” written by Ginger Rough              
and Isiah Kurz 
FIND LAW, “Arizona Gun Control Laws” 
VOX, “A huge international study of gun control finds strong evidence that it actually works”               
written by Zack Beauchamp 
 

Preamble. 
(1) Whereas, gun violence is a pressing issue in our town, state, and nation. In the wake of the 
tragic school shooting in Parkland, Florida, it is imperative that the town of Paradise Valley act 



 

upon the issue of gun control that faces our state. There have been over 1,600 mass shootings in 
the United States since the Sandy Hook tragedy 2012, and there is approximately 1 mass 
shooting every day in our nation. This problem is particularly relevant to the state of Arizona. 
Arizona has the second least restrictive gun laws in the country, and ranks number one in amount 
of gun owners. According to the National Center for Disease Control and Prevention, there were 
933 gun-related homicides in Arizona in 2010 (the most recent study); the equivalent of 2.56 
firearm-related deaths in Arizona each day. There is no data for the Town of Paradise Valley, but 
in Phoenix the overall homicide rate is 8.3 deaths per 100,000 people, according to the 2012 
research of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Gun safety is a non-political issue pertinent not 
just to the country, but to the greater Phoenix area as well; 
(2) Whereas, the Town of Paradise Valley’s current restrictions on gun ownership are 
insufficient. The gun control laws of the state of Arizona prohibit firearms with the ability to 
shoot more than one shots automatically, automatic weapons, and weapons with lengths less than 
26 inches; prevent ex-felons, ex-prisoners, and “dangerous” persons to own guns; and convict 
individuals possessing firearms on school grounds of a misdemeanor or felony. These laws 
correspond with the laws of the Town of Paradise Valley, which prohibit ex-felons, minors 
(without written consent), and domestic abusers from obtaining firearms; and forbids the 
carrying of firearms into Town Hall or the Police Department. There is no data for Paradise 
Valley’s gun-related casualty rate, but in the state of Arizona, firearm-related child deaths have 
actually increased by 29% from 2015-2016, according to the Arizona Child Fatality Review 
Program. Since homicide rates have increased over time, it is obvious that Arizona’s and 
Paradise Valley’s gun safety laws are inadequate;  
(3) Whereas, there is strong evidence that without gun control, gun-related deaths are expected to 
keep drastically increasing;  
(4) Whereas, it is of critical importance that more restrictive gun laws be put in place to ensure 
that the citizens of the Town of Paradise Valley are safe;  
(5) Whereas, ultimately the Town of Paradise Valley is committed to keeping the residents of the 
town in utmost safety, and to guarantee security and protection for all;  
(8) Whereas, this state hereby commits to developing and maintaining gun control laws that 
improve background checks, create longer training periods, and raise the age restriction of 
purchasing weapons. 
 
SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PARADISE VALLEY, 
That the laws of gun safety in Paradise Valley read as follows:  

 
 
 
 
 



 

Section I. 
 

 DEFINITIONS.  
(1)“FIREARM” is defined as a weapon of mass destruction capable of taking the life of a human 

by projecting ammunition, such as a hand gun, rifle, etc.  
(2) “BACKGROUND CHECK” is defined as the process of investigating criminal records to 
prevent unfit persons from purchasing a firearm. 
(3) “LICENSE” is defined as a permit licensed by the government that allows the license holder 
to purchase, carry, and own a firearm. 
(4) “AGE LIMIT” is defined as the restriction of people of a certain age from purchasing a 
weapon (currently 18 years of age). 
(5) “UNFIT [TO PURCHASE A GUN]” is defined as a person who is legally barred from 
purchasing, carrying, or owning a firearm, including but not limited to ex-felons, former drug 
addicts, domestic abusers, and mentally ill persons. 
(6) “PRIVATE DEALER” is defined as a vendor of firearms who does not have a federal license 
to sell firearms and is not legally bound to perform background checks on customers. 
(7) “MINOR” is defined as a citizen who is under the age of 18.  
(8) “INSTRUCTION COURSE” is defined as a basic gun-instruction class in which users learn 
the basics of how to use, shoot, and carry firearms, and may include shooting on a live-fire range 
with an instructor. 
 
(B) LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE. The state of Arizona, defined as the state with the second least 
restrictive gun laws and the highest amount of gun owners, hereby declares stricter purchasing of 
AR-15 semiautomatic rifle and handguns throughout both private and licensed sellers: (1) The 
Town Council finds that it is of critical importance to the safety of our children in schools to 
increase the age limit of purchasing the specified firearms in Paradise Valley from 18 to 21 and 
include an individual’s state crimes in the sourced FBI background information record.  
 
(C) SCOPE, CONSTRUCTION, OR APPLICATION OF THE STATUTE. Henceforth, the 
Town of Paradise Valley shall increase the purchasing age of the specified firearms listed in 
Section 1(B) from the current state requirement of age 18 to coincide with the federal 
requirement of age 21; not applicable to those who have purchased the specified firearms at 
age-limit 18 prior to the implication of this legislation. Henceforth, background information 
concerning a person’s crime record shall be adopted from the state’s database, in addition to the 
current record database [After initiating a firearm background check via the NICS Contracted 
Call Centers, if no matching records are returned by any of the databases, the transaction is 
automatically proceeded. If the NICS returns a match of the prospective firearm transferee’s 
descriptive information to that of record information located in any of the databases, the FFL is 
advised that the transaction is delayed. While the FFL is still on the telephone, the call is placed 



 

on hold and transferred to the NICS Section in Clarksburg, West Virginia, for a quick review and 
evaluation by a NICS Legal Instruments Examiner (NICS Examiner). If the record information 
returned by the NICS presents a valid match to the descriptive information of the prospective 
firearm transferee, the NICS Examiners, who have access to protected information (as opposed 
to Call Center personnel who do not have such access) review the information to determine if 
state and/or federal firearm prohibitive criteria exists. If the information matched by the NICS is 
not a valid match or no prohibitive criteria exists, the NICS Examiner will advise the FFL they 
may PROCEED with the firearm transaction. The FFL must record the NICS Transaction 
Number (NTN) on line 21b of the ATF Form 4473 and retain the form for auditing purposes.] 
The following text is based on the NICS Information Provided by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. State database shall be defined as: “records provided by the Arizona Department 
of Public Safety”.  
 
(D) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES IMPOSED BY THE STATUTE WITH RESPECT TO 
THE IMPLEMENTATION AND ADOPTION OF THIS LAW. (1) The Paradise Valley Police 
Department, in conjunction with the Arizona Department of Public Safety, shall adopt and 
implement state-wide background checks for all prospective gun purchasers. A). The State of 
Arizona’s firearm permits and background checks are both conducted by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) using the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). 
However, not all state crime records are entered into the FBI’s database, and states are not 
legally bound to register mental health records with the NICS. B). Hence, criminals who have 
committed a crime at the state level but not the federal level still have the ability to purchase 
guns, leading more unfit persons to carry guns in Arizona and therefore becoming a threat to 
public safety. C). Thus, the Town of Paradise Valley shall scan the state crime, mental health, 
and addiction records as well as conducting background checks via the NICS. (2). Background 
checks shall also be required if one is purchasing a firearm from a private or unlicensed dealer. 
A). Arizona’s current private gun sale restrictions read as follows: “No one may knowingly 
transfer a deadly weapon to someone who is prohibited under state law” (13-3102 (A) (5)). The 
word “knowingly” is undefined in the statute, thus leaving room for interpretation and presenting 
a loophole for both private gun sellers and their customers. B). Using the background checks 
outlined in Section D-1, the Town of Paradise Valley shall make any gun sale -- licensed or not 
-- subject to state and federal background checks. (3) Any purchaser of a firearm shall be legally 
bound to complete a firearm training and safety course. A). Arizona currently has no live-fire 
training requirement, meaning that carriers of guns never have to demonstrate their shooting 
abilities. This poses a threat to their surroundings. B). All purchasers of a firearm must complete 
an hour-long safety course minimum and a live-fire exercise with a range instructor. C). These 
courses shall be administered through the Paradise Valley Police Department or other branch of 
the Arizona Department of Public Safety. (4) The Town of Paradise Valley shall increase the age 
limit for purchasing a firearm without parental consent from 18 to 21 years of age. A). Federal 



 

law bans licensed federal dealers from selling guns to minors, but unlicensed dealers are still 
legally allowed to sell guns to a person of any age. Therefore, minors are still able to purchase 
firearms from gun shows, online retailers, or other unlicensed gun vendors. B). The Town of 
Paradise Valley shall prohibit any persons under the age of 21 from obtaining a firearm from a 
licensed or unlicensed dealer without parental consent. C). Persons from the ages of 18-21 who 
have purchased guns before the time of this ordinance’s enactment will be exempt from this 
ordinance. 
 
(E) REPORTING REQUIREMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF STATUTE (1) Within 90 
days of the effective date of this statute, the Arizona Department of Public Safety shall submit a 
report to the governor and the state legislature on the implementation of section (D) [the 
adoption and implementation of a higher age-limit concerning the purchasing of a firearm 
(DEFINITION (1)) and the sourcing of the NICS’s database (C)]. The report shall describe the 
included background information the state is inspecting pursuant to section (D). The report shall 
also detail each category, code and the corresponding definitions that the state has authorized for 
identifying, tracking, calculating background information in compliance with section (D) of this 
statute. This report shall be released to the public and posted on the Arizona Department of 
Public Safety’s publicly accessible Web-page contemporaneous with submission to the governor 
and legislature. (2) On or before November 1st of each year, the Arizona Department of Public 
Safety shall submit a report to the governor and the [state legislature] on its efforts to collect, 
maintain, analyze NICS background information concerning the included private and public 
dealers and how the steps taken by that system comply with other appropriate provisions of this 
section. This report shall describe the statistical analyses and data verification activities 
undertaken by the state to confirm the accuracy of the background information and shall detail 
any discrepancies identified. This report shall be released to the public and posted on the Arizona 
Department of Public Safety’s publicly accessible Web-page contemporaneous with submission 
to the governor and legislature.  
 

Section II. 
AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Act shall take effect on January 1, 2019. 
 
 
 
 


